Department of Sociology & Anthropology, BGU

Course: Ethnicity in Israel: Anthropological Perspectives

Level and status: 4 credit points B.A. elective seminar
Prior requirements: "Introduction to anthropology' & Qualitative Research
Methods"

Lecturer: Andre Levy
Taught: 2010/11

Course description:

This seminar examines the concept "ethnicity" in Israel as evolved from the 1960s to
our days. It does so by comparing anthropological texts written in Hebrew with
anthropological and sociological researches written in English as well as with
sociological texts written in Hebrew. This comparison is intended to expose the
political and socio-cultural premises of both Israeli sociology and anthropology.
Course requirements: 1. Participation in all classes. 2. Reading materials weekly.
3. Students are required to be present in class meetings a paper from the reading list
(20% of the grade). 4. Submit a final work (80%) based on anthropological methods.
Detailed instructions for it are on H.L.

Grade: final written work (80% of grade) and class presentation (20%).
Course reading list:

Gans, Herbert J.
1979 Symbolic Ethnicity: The Future of Ethnic Groups and Cultures in America.
Ethnic and Racial Studies 2(1):1-19.

Yancey, L. William, P. Eugene Ericksen, and N. Richard Juliani
1976 Emergent Ethnicity: A Review and Reformulation. American Sociological
Review 41(3):391-403.

Barth, Fredrik
1969 Introduction. In Ethnic Groups and Boundaries. F. Barth, ed. Boston: Little
Brown.

Cohen, Ronald
1987 Ethnicity: Problems and Focus in Anthropology. Annual Review of
Anthropology 7:379-403.
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1991 Introduction in: Ethnicity, Religion, and Class in Israeli Society. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.
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Goldberg, Harvey
1977 Ethnicity in Israeli Society. Ethnic Groups 1(3):163-262.

Ben-Ari, Eyal, and Yoram Bilu
1987 Saints' Sanctuaries in Israeli Development Towns: On a Mechanism of Urban
Transformation. Urban Anthropology 16(2):243-272.
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Khazzoom, Aziza

2003 The Great Chain of Orientalism: Jewish Identity, Stigma Management, and
Ethnic Exclusion in Israel. American Sociological Review 68(4 (Aug., 2003)):481-
510.

Levy, André

2004 Homecoming to Diaspora: Nation and State in Visits of Israelis to Morocco. In
Homecomings: Unsettling Paths of Return. F. Markowitz and A. H. Stefansson, eds.
pp. 92-108. Lanham, Md.: Lexington Books.

D017 QMM 1A AYINT-TTY AYIAT (OIRD N1OTAA MK NPT MK 2008 LT, T
797 :@9WIT IR MIVE L(22MY) 201,31 AT LMW cTIN2 9K 991NR 0N
381-415 7mRNA Y1200 DRI 9 N

SN2 .0HY-NIRI2 2°9RIWOD 2O1NWDD 172 D00 AR NPHRITET ,10°0 11998 17,7200
321-354 7217°7'% 203K 50 .ompn AN (ORI L(2°07W) MY NIR,2MAR

Ben-Ze’ev, Efrat. 2005. Transmission and Transformation: The Emergence of a New
Palestinian Historiography. In Homelands and Diasporas: Holy Lands and Other
Places, André Levy and Alex Weingrod (eds.). Palo Alto: Stanford University Press,
pp. 123-139.
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Tania Forte
2001 Shopping in Jenin: women, homes and political persons in the Galilee. City &
Society. 13 (2). 211-243

Additional readings:
Beyond the above, each student is expected to compose a specific reading list, based
on his/her unique research interest.



